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2021 in Review: Celebrating 90 Years of Catholic Charities

The 2021 Annual Report is now
available HERE and features stories and
statistics from our incredible 90th year
of service. Thank you for celebrating

this milestone with us throughout 2021,
including all those who participated in

our 90 Faces of Hope video series.
These stories of hope are genuinely

inspiring and truly reflect the dedication
of our donors, staff, volunteers, and

community partners to reduce poverty,
strengthen families, and empower

communities across the Archdiocese of
Dubuque.

Thank you for supporting Catholic
Charities as we move forward into the

next 90 years of serving our community!

Over 13,000 Afghan individuals are temporarily being housed at the Fort McCoy army base
between Sparta and Tomah, Wisconsin while they are await to be resettled in their new homes
in the United States. Catholic Charities of the LaCrosse diocese is taking the lead in providing

humanitarian relief and they need our help to continue this important work of welcoming
Afghan guests.

If you or your group is interested in volunteering at Ft. McCoy for a minimum of one week,
please click HERE for more information. The volunteer needs are changing rapidly,

and volunteers should be able to be on their feet and active for 8-10 hour days providing
social and humanitarian support to men, women, and children. Skills related to sewing,

teaching, childcare, or language skills in Pashto or Dari are helpful, but not required.
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Spreading Holiday Cheer to Affordable Housing Residents

Santa brought buckets of household
necessities to the residents at Kennedy Park
West! This generous gift was sponsored by

Lowe's as part of their 100 Hometowns
Grant Initiative.

(Pictured: Mark Dalsing, Housing Director)

Volunteers & staff baked and distributed over
350 cookies to residents at Ecumenical

Tower.

Rare December Severe Weather Brings 
Disaster Proclamations

A "serial derecho" storm on December 15th,
2021 brought damaging winds and 

tornados across Iowa. This type of derecho
is produced by thunderstorms with high

winds that push the front in a wide,
sweeping curved shape. According to 

reports, this historic extreme weather event
was the first of its kind recorded in December. Currently, 17 counties in the Archdiocese of 

Dubuque have disaster proclamations. These counties are highlighted in yellow on the map to
the right. These disaster proclamations activate the Iowa Individual Assistance Grant program. 

If you know of families in your community that were impacted by this weather, please
share this with them, as they may be eligible for state-sponsored assistance of up to $5,000.

Click Here for Eligibility & Application Information

Bringing the Magic of Christmas to Dubuque Families

For the past 17 years, Catholic Charities has partnered
with Kwik Stop to bring the spirit of Christmas to Dubuque
area families who are struggling. This "Magical Kwik Stop
Christmas" is celebrating 20 years of placing Christmas
trees filled with gift wish tags from families at their Kwik
Stop locations. Kwik Stop customers fulfill wish lists and
whatever isn't selected by customers is purchased by

Kwik Stop. Kwik Stop makes sure that every child's wish
is fulfilled. Catholic Charities also connected an additional
28 families with other individual sponsors to bring joy and

help to these families in need.  

Thank you for helping to bring the joy of Christmas to
families who are struggling to make ends meet this holiday season!

Recognizing Staff Anniversaries in 2021

Join us in congratulating the following staff on celebrating
milestone years of service in 2021:

40 years of service: Aaron Wenzel (Affordable Housing
Maintenance)

10 years of service & retirement: Matthew Roddy (Affordable
Housing Director)

5 years of service: Yer Vang (Immigration Legal Services
Director)

5 years of service: Stacy Sherman (Outreach Director)

Thank you to all our staff for their dedication to
providing help and creating hope!

We are so fortunate to have such a talented,
compassionate team of individuals serving the most

poor and vulnerable across the 30 counties of the
Archdiocese of Dubuque.

Attention Birth Parents: If you or someone you know placed a child in an adoptive home and
you desire to remain anonymous, please read the following information carefully. Per the Iowa

Department of Public Health: Bureau of Health Statistics, adoptees may now receive a
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noncertified copy of the certificate of birth prior to adoption. If you want to remain anonymous,
this requires your immediate attention.

Click Here for more information from the Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) or call the
IDPH Bureau of Statistics at 515.281.7689. Catholic Charities also has a resource page with

more information, including FAQs.

The Iowa State Bar Association and Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Dubuque will be hosting a training on

December 27th, 2021 for attorneys interested in providing
pro bono legal services for Afghan guests at military bases

across the country. If you are an attorney (active and retired),
law student, or recent law graduate in the United States and
seeking ways to assist thousands of Afghan evacuees who
are currently housed on eight different military bases across

the United States, this is a great opportunity to learn how you
can make an impact. Immigration attorneys from Catholic

Charities will cover substantive law, the process at the bases,
cultural competency, and working with interpreters during this

training webinar.

Continue to watch for announcements for future webinars
available to the general public on immigration topics.

STAY CONNECTED

Plan Your Legacy With Catholic Charities

You can have an everlasting influence on the lives of those we serve at Catholic Charities of
the Archdiocese of Dubuque. Please ask your attorney to include a bequest for our

organization in your will. If you would like more information about leaving a legacy gift to
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, please contact Jeff Schneider at

dbqcdevdir@dbqarch.org or call (800) 876-3546.

Do you have a story you would like to share about your experience with Catholic Charities? Contact us at
319.272.2141 or DBQCCCPR@dbqarch.org. 
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